N -




2008

Moving Forward

The RCP is a game plan for how our region can become more
balanced and sustainable over time. While it describes how
the region can do better to accommodate growth, protect the
environment, and assure economic competitiveness in our life-

time, the RCP will not achieve desired outcomes on its own.

We need an unprecedented regional commitment to solving
our collective challenges. Southern California must strengthen
its efforts to overcoming historical, institutional, or other bat-
riers that prevent us from reforming the status quo. SCAG
proposes to lead this effort and promote implementation of

the RCP in several ways:

® DProvide regional leadership and a forum that brings
stakeholders together to turn ideas into action. Through
focused working groups and forums developed during
the RCP public process, we can make inroads on priority
policies by securing commitments, forging partnerships,

and moving other initiatives forward.

® Consider integrating appropriate RCP policies into the
annual Overall Work Plan budget.

® Promote near-term realization of the RCP by support-
ing policies that offer the most benefits for the environ-

ment, economy, and our quality-of-life.

® DProvide voluntary guidance that helps local govern-
ments, state agencies, and other stakeholders accom-
plish the RCP’s recommendations. For example, SCAG
can develop guidance that helps cities implement green

building policies.

® Integrate the RCP into the annual State of the Region
report. Our progress toward achieving the RCP’s out-
comes can be used to help gauge whether were moving
in the right direction to solve our region’s problems. As

such, we need to bolster our monitoring programs.

Ultimately, the RCP is a living document that will challenge us
to think about the big picture, understand the consequences
of inaction, and make choices about whether we are going
to consciously alter the course of our region toward a more

sustainable future.
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